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Rigging an Audit? 
Well,yes, so to speak... 
Audi t ing a c l ient c o m p a n y is a familiar 
— e v e n c o m m o n p l a c e — p r o c e d u r e to 
D H & S accoun tan t s . B u t w h e n t h e client 
is a cont rac t dri l l ing company , a n d the 
audi t enta i ls a so journ o n a n oil r ig float-
ing in t h e Gulf of Alaska, that o t h e r w i s e 
c o m m o n p l a c e p r o c e d u r e takes a not-so-
rou t ine t u rn . 
S u c h w a s t he e x p e r i e n c e of Dallas 
a ccoun t an t s W a y n e M a y n a r d a n d S t e v e 
R u t h e r f o r d w h e n t h e y a u d i t e d t he Alas-
k a n o p e r a t i o n s of D a l l a s - b a s e d c l i e n t 
S E D C O , Inc. B e c a u s e n e i t h e r m a n h a d 
b e e n to Alaska before , their ant ic ipa t ion 
e n rou t e to A n c h o r a g e last July was out-
w e i g h e d only by their curiosity. 
"Most of t he t ravel ing that ' s d o n e ou t 
of t he Dallas off ice is to o the r t o w n s h e r e 
in Texas , " S t e v e s a i d . " B u t a t r i p to 
Alaska? That vi as a u n i q u e oppor tun i ty . I 
felt f o r t u n a t e to h a v e b e e n c h o s e n to go," 
D u r i n g t h e t w o d a y s t h e y s p e n t 
work ing in t h e S E D C O off ice in Anchor-
age, t he m e n d i s cove red that m u c h abou t 
t he 49 th state is i n d e e d u n i q u e . The i r 
first obse rva t ion w a s that t he Alaskan 
c o n c e p t of a "long s u m m e r ' s day" is a lot 
m o r e literal than most . " D u r i n g July, it 
stays l ight for almost t w e n t y h o u r s a day," 
W a y n e exp la ined . " T h e s u n doesn ' t set 
unti l abou t 11:30 P.M. and at 3:30 A.M. 
it 's r ight back u p again!" 
"It w a s also surpr is ingly warm," S t e v e 
c o m m e n t e d . " S o m e h o w I h a d a l w a y s 
t h o u g h t of Alaska as b e i n g c o v e r e d with 
ice and snow —even in t he summer . But 
d u r i n g our stay in A n c h o r a g e , w e w e r e 
in shir t -s leeves mos t of t he time." T h e 
warm w e a t h e r and nea r -midn igh t sun 
also a f f o r d e d Wayne a n d S t e v e more 
s igh t see ing oppor tun i t i e s t h a n t h e y h a d 
an t ic ipa ted . 
" B e c a u s e it was l ight unti l la te at 
night , w e h a d p l e n t y of t ime af ter work 
to s ee t h e sights," S t e v e said. Po in t s that 
bo th m e n f o u n d part icularly m e m o r a b l e 
w e r e E a r t h q u a k e Park (site of t he earth-
q u a k e of 1965), t he spec t ac l e of M o u n t 
McKinley (h ighes t po in t in N o r t h Amer-
ica) and t h e P o r t a g e Glacier. 
Af t e r t w o days, t h e m e n p a r t e d com-
p a n y to carry out t he s e c o n d • and more 
u n u s u a l — p h a s e of t h e i r a s s i g n m e n t . 
F r o m A n c h o r a g e , w h i c h S t e v e d e s c r i b e d 
as b e i n g "pre t ty m u c h like any o the r 
city," Wayne and S t e v e h e a d e d , r e spec-
tively, to Kodiak a n d Yakutat , t iny fish-
ing villages on the Gulf of Alaska. 
" T h e village of Kodiak (located on 
an island bea r ing the s a m e name) is ex-
t r eme ly remote ," Wayne said. " T h e on ly 
ways to r e a c h it f r om main land Alaska 
are by fer ry or plane." S E D C O e m p l o y s 
a he l icopter char te r service t h e r e in o r d e r 
to t ranspor t w o r k e r s to its o f f shore opera-
tion. After f lying for an h o u r a n d a half 
aboard o n e s u c h helicopter, Wayne f o u n d 
himself a h u n d r e d mi les ou t over t he 
Gulf of Alaska and c o m i n g d o w n for a 
l and ing on t h e football f ield-size d e c k of 
a semi s u b m e r s i b l e drilling rig. 
' M y p u r p o s e in go ing ou t to t he 
S E D C O 708 w a s to tes t coun t t he mate -
rials and suppl ies inven tory on b o a r d so 
that 1 could c o m p a r e my f ind ings wi th 
t h e f i g u r e s o n t h e i n v e n t o r y r e c o r d s 
main ta ined in Dallas," Wayne exp la ined , 
"And, s ince t h e r e was no fl ight back to 
shore until t he nex t day, I h a d to s p e n d 
the n igh t ou t there," A l t h o u g h the float-
ing rig was clearly isolated, Wayne him-
self was any th ing b u t a l one d u r i n g his 
h o u r s on board . " T h e r e are approxi-
mate ly o n e h u n d r e d p e o p l e on the rig 
at any g iven time," he said. " T h e y live in 
dormitory- type q u a r t e r s wi th four p e o p l e 
shar ing e a c h room." 
Wayne o b s e r v e d that t he s p e c t r u m 
of a g e s a m o n g w o r k e r s o n t h e rig w a s 
surpr is ingly broad . Abou t 30 pe r cen t , h e 
es t imated , w e r e re t i red military m e n wi th 
special t ies in mechanica l a n d electr ical 
work. "1 was told that t he rig is p o w e r e d 
totally by electr ici ty p r o d u c e d b y h u g e 
g e n e r a t o r s oil board," W a y n e said, "so 
you can i m a g i n e t he complex i ty of t he 
m e c h a n i c s involved. K e e p i n g t h e ma-
ch inery in w o r k i n g o rde r is o n e rig job 
that ' s b o t h critical a n d constant . Pa in t ing 
is another . T h e exter ior of t he rig m u s t 
b e con t inuous ly r ecoa t ed to p ro tec t it 
f rom the e l e m e n t s . 
"A n u m b e r of t h e w o r k e r s o n boa rd 
w e r e family men," W a y n e c o n t i n u e d . "In 
fact, tha t wasn ' t u n u s u a l at all. I g u e s s 
t h e y h a d just a d j u s t e d t h e m s e l v e s to that 
w a y of life." Tha t way of life m e a n s alter-
nat ing four -week st ints of g r u e l i n g a n d 
s o m e t i m e s d a n g e r o u s labor a b o a r d t h e 
rig wi th four w e e k s of t ime off. A l t h o u g h 
the work is haza rdous , S E D C O main-
tains strict safe ty r e q u i r e m e n t s wh ich 
r e d u c e t h e c h a n c e s of i n j u r i e s to i ts 
pe r sonne l . 
T h e t e d i u m of t he worke r s ' s c h e d u l e 
is a l layed s o m e w h a t b y t he recrea t ional 
facilities on board , W a y n e o b s e r v e d . Dur-
ing le i sure h o u r s t he m e n can en te r t a in 
t h e m s e l v e s in a w e l l - e q u i p p e d g a m e 
room, s ee a v i d e o t a p e d movie or u s e t h e 
rig t e l e p h o n e to call a n y w h e r e on sho re 
via mic rowave relay. Technologica l ad-
v a n t a g e s no tw i th s t and ing , Wayne ' s atti-
t u d e in r e c o u n t i n g t h e d e t a i l s of h i s 
e x p e r i e n c e on the rig was clearly that 
"it's a n ice p lace to visit, b u t . . . " 
M e a n w h i l e , f a r t h e r n o r t h off t h e 
s o u t h e a s t c o a s t of t h e s t a t e , S t e v e 
R u t h e r f o r d w a s g a r n e r i n g similar impres-
s ions of "life o n t he oil rig" whi le h e vis-
i ted t he S E D C O opera t ion off t h e coast 
f r om Yakutat . Hav ing le f t tha t t iny village 
via h e l i c o p t e r , S t e v e l a n d e d o n t h e 
S E D C O 706 amid cold and rainy winds . 
" T h e r e was mist all t he t ime ou t there ," 
h e l a m e n t e d . " T h e w e a t h e r w a s j u s t 
miserable." 
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In spi te of the unp leasan t weather , 
S teve was favorably impres sed by t h e 
of fshore equ ipmen t , "The rig was m u c h 
more complex than I had imagined," h e 
said, "The size, the eng inee r ing , t h e de-
sign—it was all just as tounding . I s imply 
had never seen any th ing like it before , at 
least not u p close." 
Like those work ing off the coast of 
Kodiak, t h e m e n aboard this rig labor 
long hours {eighty-four pe r week) d u r i n g 
their t ime on t h e job. "The workers have 
t w e l v e - h o u r sh i f t s , " S t e v e e x p l a i n e d , 
" twelve on and then twe lve off. They 
al ternate b e t w e e n th ree w e e k s on t h e 
rig and th ree w e e k s of t ime off." T h o u g h 
fascinated by t h e operat ion itself, S t eve 
obviously had little envy for t h e kind of 
life t h e workers lead. "The rig work is 
hard —even dangerous," h e said, "Not 
only do the m e n hand le very heavy ma-
chinery, but they do it whi le directly 
exposed to the water and t h e weather . 
It's incredibly strenuous." 
S t eve ga ined first-hand k n o w l e d g e 
of t h e value that the workers place on 
their t ime off b e c a u s e the w a r e h o u s e m a n 
with whom he was schedu led to work 
was abou t to go off duty. "Not surpris-
ingly h e was really anxious to leave," 
S t eve said. "Unfortunately, this m e a n t 
our hav ing to work quickly to ge t our 
job d o n e be fo re the next day's flight to 
shore. We worked almost nons top f rom 
the t ime of m y arrival (about 8 P.M.) to 
midnight t h e first night . T h e n w e got u p 
at six the next day and spen t the ent i re 
morn ing f inishing u p the job'1 Obviously, 
an extraordinary n u m b e r of sunlit hours 
is not the only m e a s u r e of a long Alaskan 
day! 
"Because of t h e hectic work sched-
ule," S teve cont inued , "I wasn ' t able to 
talk with many of t h e rig workers , bu t 
those that I did m e e t were very inter-
e s t ing" Like Wayne, S t eve was in t r igued 
by t h e variety of peop le w h o had o p t e d 
f o r s u c h a n u n u s u a l o c c u p a t i o n . 
Acqua in tances m a d e du r ing his 24-hour 
stay r anged f rom the head of t h e oper-
ation, a ve teran rig worker with a family 
in Texas, to a y o u n g col lege s tudent , w h o 
had worked seven consecu t ive w e e k s in 
order to make e n o u g h m o n e y to pay 
his tuition. 
"If you want to make a lot of m o n e y 
in a short time, it's actually an ideal sit-
uation," S t eve obse rved . "You certainly 
can't s p e n d m u c h whi le living out in t h e 
middle of the ocean, and the pay for a 
f e w 84-hour w e e k s adds up!" 
In re t rospect , bo th m e n feel that 
their expe r i ences in Alaska gave t h e m 
n e w and d i f fe ren t pe rcep t ions of our 
no r the rnmos t state. "I never t hough t tha t 
Alaska would appea l to me," said S teve , 
"but af ter making the trip, I 'm anxious to 
go back and s p e n d some more t ime 
there . The views f rom A n c h o r a g e w e r e 
so beaut i fu l that I'd like to get a closer 
look at the areas nor th of the c i ty—Mount 
McKinley, for instance," 
S t e v e ' s t h o u g h t s of r e t u r n i n g to 
Alaska include n o n e of set t l ing t h e r e on 
a p e r m a n e n t basis, however . "The only 
way I w a n t to see Alaska is as a visitor," 
h e said posit ively "and a summer visitor 
at that!" • 
35 
